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The Apple TV app has been available on just about every Apple device since the service launched, and began appearing on select Samsung smart TVs in the past couple of years. And as of today, Apple TV is (finally) available on a wide array of Roku devices.As for why Apple is branching out, Apple is about to launch its Apple TV+ service on November
1. Like Netflix, Hulu, and Amazon Video, Apple TV+ will have its own library of exclusive shows that you won’t be able to find anywhere else. Consequently, having an official Apple TV app on Roku means that a huge list of non-Apple products—including Roku-powered streaming boxes, dongles, and smart TVs—will be able to access Apple TV+ and its
exclusive content.To get Apple TV on your Roku device, open the Roku app store, search for “Apple TV,” and then download the app. If you can’t grab it, it’s possible that your Roku device is too old. Currently, the following Roku devices can use the new Apple TV app: Roku TV: 7000X, C000X, 8000X Roku Smart Soundbar: 9101XOnn Roku Smart
Soundbar: 9100X Roku Express: 3900X, 3930X Roku Express+: 3910X, 3931X Roku HD: 3932X Roku Streaming Stick: 3800X Roku Streaming Stick+: 3810X, 3811X Roku Premiere: 3920X, 4620X Roku Premiere+: 3921X, 4630X Roku Ultra: 4640X, 4660X, 4661X, 4670X Roku Ultra LT: 4662X Roku 2: 4205X, 4210X Roku 3: 4200X, 4230XYou’ll need to
create an Apple ID if you don’t already have one in order to use Apple TV, but once you are signed in, you can access your iTunes video library and, come November 1st, you’ll be able to subscribe to Apple TV+ for $5 a month. Until then, you can also subscribe to a number of other a la carte services like HBO and Showtime via Apple TV Channels.
Roku is a well-known maker of streaming sticks and media players, but there's a growing selection of TVs with Roku already built-in; from brands such as TCL, Sharp, RCA, Philips, Hitachi, Hisense, Insignia, and Element. The remote control provided for Roku TVs is very similar to those provided with streaming sticks and streamers, but there are
additional things your Roku TV remote can do. Let's take a look at what some of the buttons on a Roku TV remote are, and how to use them. Roku TV Remote Home Button and Screen. To find out what your Roku TV can do after you turn it on, you need a starting point. That starting point is the Home Screen. To get to the Home Screen on a Roku TV,
just press the Home button, which has an icon that looks like a house. Once on the home screen, you'll see the main operational categories, as well as the list of inputs and streaming apps. If you press the home button while watching a TV or streaming program, it will be interrupted, however, you can't display the home screen at the same time you're
watching TV or streaming content. Roku TV Remote Back Button. The Back button is a shortcut that will automatically return you to the previous step or screen. For example, if you're watching something via an app, the back button may return you to the previous content selection screen. If you're watching something on a TV channel or input, it will
return you back to the home screen. In this case, the button can be redundant as the home button also takes you back to the home screen. Roku TV Remote Channel Jumpback, Sleep Time, and View More Options Buttons. Channel Recall/Jump Back: If you're watching TV programs via the antenna/cable (no box) connection, this will take you back to
the previous channel. If you're viewing streaming content, you'll go back one position. If you're in search and are entering search terms, it will take you back one letter. Sleep Timer: This allows you to decide when the TV shuts off. Time intervals include 30 minutes, 1, 1.5, 2, and 3 hours. View More Options: This button takes you directly to a more
detailed video and audio settings menu. Roku TV Remote More Options Button. When you press the More Options button, you access more detailed settings for both video and audio. Some of these are accessible separately from the main home menu categories, but options such as Picture Size, Audio Effect, and Advanced Picture Settings can only be
accessed via More Options. The number and type of advanced setting options may vary depending on brand and specific model number of the Roku TV, but here some examples include: Picture Size: This adjusts the Aspect Ratio. The selections are Auto, Normal (16x9), Direct (4x3 or 16x9 depending on content), Stretch, and Zoom. Audio Effect:
Provides presets to optimize audio quality for different types of content, including Normal, Speech, Theater, Big Bass, High Treble, and Music. These settings only apply to the TV's speakers. Advanced Picture Settings: This menu allows you to adjust several picture parameters, separately for each input source, including streaming. In addition to
familiar settings, such as LED backlight intensity, brightness, contrast, etc, you can also set the color temperature, which makes the picture warmer or cooler, as well as the Game Mode, which decreases input lag for a faster response but slightly impacts picture quality. The More Options button only works if you're viewing content. If you press it
while viewing the home page, it doesn't work. Re-ordering Apps on Home Menu. Every time you add an app channel to your home screen, it's automatically placed at the bottom of your listings. However, you can move it to a better spot if you wish: Press the Home button on your Roku TV Remote. Press right on the directional pad to access the
channel list. Use the directional keypad to highlight the channel you wish to move. Press the More Options button. Select Move Channel. Move the channel to its new location using the directional keypad Press OK on the remote. Rename Inputs on Home Menu. Using the directional keypad on the Roku TV remote, you can label the TVs inputs so that
they are easier to identify. This means that instead of HDMI 1, 2, 3, AV, and Antenna, you can using the onscreen menu system to associate the input names with the type of devices you have connected to the TV. From the TVs Home Page, use the directional keypad arrows and OK button to perform the following steps: Go to Settings. Select TV
Inputs. Select the input you want to rename. Select Rename. Scroll through the available list of names and select the one you want to use by pressing OK on the TV remote's directional keypad. Repeat these steps for each input you want to rename. Roku TV Remote Playback Control Buttons. If you're playing pre-recorded streaming content, you can
use these buttons to control playback. For left to right, they're Reverse/Rewind, Play/Pause, and Fast Forward. These operate just like the playback controls on a VCR, DVD, Blu-ray, Ultra HD Blu-ray Player, DVR, or other media streamers. If you're watching something live, these buttons are non-operational. On some live webcam sites, you may be
able to pause the video feed, but when you press play it will skip ahead to the live video. You're also unable to reverse or fast forward a live video or TV program. Roku TV Remote Channel Shortcut Buttons. Every Roku remote, including their TV remotes, feature shortcut buttons that take you to select internet streaming channels, including Netflix,
Hulu, Sling TV, and AT&T Now. This selection varies depending on the TV brand and model. Netflix is always featured, but other shortcuts may be included for Amazon Prime, Google Play, Paramount+ (Formerly CBS All Access), VUDU, or other selections. Roku TV Remote Mute and Volume Control Buttons. Located on the right side of a Roku TV
Remote Control are the Mute, Volume Down, and Volume Up buttons. Roku TV Remote Sleep Timer vs Microphone Button. If you have a Roku TV that comes with an Enhanced Remote, you might notice a Microphone button in place of the Sleep Timer button. Press the button, wait for the onscreen prompt, then speak a command you want Roku to
execute. Examples include: "Find (program, video, app)." "Launch (app)." "Go to (app)." "Switch the input to HDMI 1." "Switch to antenna TV." "Change broadcast channels Channel Up/Down." "Last channel." "Tune to ABC." "Tune to channel 6 dot 1 (6.1)." "Launch Smart Guide." If your Roku TV doesn't come with an enhanced remote, it may be
offered as an upgrade option. This offer varies with by TV brand. Roku TV Enhanced Remote Earphone Jack. On the left side of Roku Enhanced Remotes, you may have a mini-plug for connecting earphones, which are provided in the package with your Roku TV and remote. This allows you to listen to the content shown on your TV privately. The TV's
speakers will automatically disable when you plug the earphones in. If your TV speakers don't disable when you plug in the earphones, you can disable and enable them through the Audio settings category in your home menu. The TV's speakers will become active again when you unplug the earphones. Roku Mobile App. In addition to the remote that
comes with your Roku TV, there are three additional ways you can control some or most of its functions. These options will work with any Roku TV. Roku Mobile App: This iOS and Android app enables you to use your smartphone to control your Roku. Alexa via Quick Remote App: Available for both iOS and Android, this app enables you to control
some features of your Roku TV using Alexa. Google Home via Quick Remote App: This Android-only app enables you to control some features of your Roku TV using Google Home or Google Assistant. Thanks for letting us know! Tell us why! Are you torn between an Apple TV and a Roku? Both are strong digital media players that deliver near-effortless
discovery and viewing. But which one is best for you? We compare both players to find out. Apple TV and Roku created intuitive user experiences that make it easy for anyone in the house to find something to watch. Both stream video up to 4K to an HD-capable TV through an available HDMI port. The least expensive Roku model streams video at
1080p. Both Apple TV 4K and Roku Premiere are champs at delivering the eye-defying clarity of 4K video. Roku and Apple TV offer full-featured apps that find and play content. These apps open your TV to a universe of free and premium programming, movies, games, and apps. Plus, both come with remotes featuring voice search. Apple's slender
black glass, plastic, and metal remote-as-art-object is as easy to use as Roku's chunkier, plastic one. So far, the two are evenly matched. But as you look closer, differences soon begin to emerge that put one ahead of the other. Switching inputs with your TV remote to get Apple TV and Roku content is a drag. Both platforms support the HDMI CEC
protocol. So, when you start a movie or show, the device sends a signal to a compatible TV or monitor to power on and switch inputs to the correct source. Make sure your display is set up to handle HDMI-CEC commands. When it comes to setup, Apple TV delivers an experience that's close to automatic. Connect the power cord and an HDMI cord—
which isn't included in the box—then touch your iTunes-connected iPhone to the Apple TV. Wi-Fi settings and the Apple ID are then handed off to the new unit. Further, the Apple TV app logs in to many content providers with a single sign-in once it's configured. Roku has a few more steps to go through, including network connections, setting up a
Roku Store account, and individual logins for channels. Its onscreen help makes this a straightforward process. However, because it involves more button presses, we have to give this one to Apple TV. In an unscientific timed setup of both units, Apple TV had an episode of American Horror Story up and playing in 15 minutes. It took the Roku 20
minutes to get from the box to broadcast. You'll pay a premium for the convenience of Apple TV. The standard Apple TV model comes with 32 GB of storage and retails for $149. The 4K version comes with either 32 GB or 64 GB and costs $179 and $199, respectively. Meanwhile, the most expensive Roku set-top box, the Roku Ultra, retails for $99, but
it's frequently on sale. You also have more choices when buying a Roku. In addition to seven Roku set-top box models, you can choose from hundreds of smart TVs that include Roku. If you travel frequently, the Roku Streaming Stick is compact and competitively priced. Meanwhile, traveling with an Apple TV is cumbersome. If you carry a lot of
content on your Android device, or if you want to control what you watch with your Android phone, choose Roku. There are apps on the Google Play store that offer workarounds to control an Apple TV with an Android device. However, none of these feel as intuitive as Apple's own remote and TV apps. Roku also allows screen mirroring, which makes
it simple to stream what's on your Android phone or tablet to the big screen. Apple TV and your iPhone or iPad connect through Airplay. Getting iPhone content to play on a Roku requires a third-party app that might deliver less-than-awesome results. There's no shortage of content on Roku. With more than 8,700 channels and apps available, there's
something for everyone to watch. Apple TV has fewer channels and apps (approximately 2,000 based on a quick scan of the Apple TV App Store). All the big names are present (Netflix, Hulu, and Amazon Prime Video) along with the major broadcast networks and premium channels. Apple's stricter requirements for developers mean that Apple TV
channels feel more polished than many offered by Roku. Many Roku channels were posted, populated with content, then abandoned by the developers. This is too bad because there are some gems in the Roku Channel Store that offer classics, public domain cartoons, obscure Indian cinema, and more. So, while most users will be satisfied with the
programs on either platform, we give this one to Roku based on sheer numbers. "Everything everywhere" seems to be the Apple TV mantra. iTunes users, and anyone who's all-in on the Apple ecosystem, will appreciate the seamless integration between TV and Apple devices. Music, photos, movies, and television shows are available on all the screens,
all the time. The compact set-top box is controlled by either an app or the slender remote that ships with every unit. Meanwhile, navigation through the Roku channels and apps is simple with the included remote or smartphone app. But because Roku is meant to be a video streamer, the built-in media player feels unfinished and tacked on as an
afterthought. Roku connects to either a USB thumb drive or networked storage to access your media. This is an inelegant way to manage music, keep track of playlists, and the like. Chalk this one up to Apple's "everything just works" ecosystem. Whether you use the Apple TV remote, the app on your iPhone, Siri on your MacBook, or the Apple
HomeHub, saying, "Hey Siri, play Maniac on the bedroom TV" launches the Apple TV Netflix app, and the Emma Stone and Jonah Hill mindfreak plays where you left off. Meanwhile, Roku can be connected to a Google Home Mini, Google Home, or Google Home Hub, and the same instruction will get the show rolling. Ditto for Alexa and Roku. What
gives Apple the edge here is the Apple TV integration with Homekit. The Apple connectivity suite handles lighting, cameras, outlets, and other home automation systems. Connecting an Apple TV with your home automation setup is simple and straightforward. For its hard-to-beat combination of easy connection, native smartphone apps, polished user
interface, and seamless connection between streaming and owned content, the Apple TV wins. And if Apple and Android learn to play nicely together, the Apple TV could become the box to own. Thanks for letting us know! Tell us why!
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